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26 October 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, several members were received and discipline cases handled. The clerk, Gerrit
Wakker, disagreed with the decision made about the person accused with "misuse of hard liquor."
Wakker felt the consistory did not follow the church order of Dort in this matter. In spite of the
differences at this meeting, "the brothers declare that they are able, in love and peace, to
commune together. However, Brothers Broek and de Vries did wish that Brothers Keppel and te
Roller had expressed more condemnation of certain music and torch lighting on the occasion of a
recent Republican gathering." In an appended note there was a discussion about the use of funds
from the Schenk legacy.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the record of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 146-148.
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Consistory Meeting of October 26, 1860
All were present.
The meeting was opened by the president, Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 — Membership transfers were received for Egbert Nikolaas van Baalen and
Maria Wilhelmina van Baalen, nee Waterland, from Muskegon, dated October 4, 1860,
and for Johanna Hendrika Gott from Clymer, New York, dated September 28, 1860.
ARTICLE 3 — Mr. van Durien entered the meeting with a complaint that his controversy
with Brother Broek has not been handled. It was pointed out to him that this matter could
not be discussed further until he, accompanied with two witnesses, came to bring his
accusations against an officebearer. Furthermore, the president pointed out to him his
unforgiving and cold attitude of spirit and advised him to seek reconciliation to resolve
the difficulties. Van Durien expressed a desire to come to the following consistory
meeting with two witnesses.
ARTICLE 4 — Wakker and Labots informed the assembly that they have spoken with
Mrs. Hendrika Grevenstuk, who expressed her desire to become a member of the
congregation and to be admitted to the table of the Lord. She had left hurriedly from the
Netherlands and had been unable to obtain a membership transfer from the Hervormde
(State) Church. The committee reports that in their presence she had made a satisfactory
confession of faith and had given clear evidence of spiritual life. She was prepared to do
this once again, if this was desired, before the entire consistory and also on a Sunday in
the church. They (the committee) had judged that this was sufficient, and, thereupon, had
listed her as a member subject to the approval of the consistory. The consistory approves
the work of the committee and acknowledged that Hendrika is a sister within the
congregation.
ARTICLE 5 — Brothers Labots and Wakker report that they have met with the disciplined
member, Hogesteger, and that he has expressed remorse for his previous impure and
offensive behavior, and acknowledged that he was a sinner who had experienced
forgiveness from God through the blood of Christ. The brothers propose that censure
should be lifted and this was unanimously approved. Wakker and Labots were mandated
to inform the brother of this action.
ARTICLE 6 — A discussion took place concerning member Verbeek, who had given
offense by misuse of hard liquor.
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Wakker and Labots report that they have visited him, and he has acknowledged his sin
and feels remorse and shame because of his undisciplined behavior. He hoped never
again to find himself in such a dangerous situation. Wakker proposed that, in this case,
because it was a public and known fact that he had given dffense, silent censure should
be applied and he should be told that for this time, for the honor of the congregation, he
should refrain from coming to the table of the Lord. After much discussion and differing
opinions, it was finally decided, by a majority vote, to censure him as above stated. An
announcement will be made that a brother has fallen into sin and confessed his sorrow
and could be admitted to the table of the Lord, but, for the honor of the congregation, he
was advised, on this occasion, to refrain from participation.
The clerk requested that his protest be recorded, as follows:
Protest: The undersigned does not agree with the above decision, because it is contrary to
the Reformed Church Order. Given the fact that there has been an acknowledgment of
guilt, it is his opinion that to reveal this matter in a public meeting, concerning the
censure of a brother, is inappropriate. (Signed) G. Wakker
Brother de Luyster also expresses his protest against the censure. Keppel and Wakker
were appointed to inform Verbeek of the decision of the consistory.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to take a collection for the fund for ministers' widows.
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided to acquiesce in the invitation of the church at Zeeland to set
aside from the second to the third Sunday in January, 1861, special public and communal
prayer services for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit each evening of that week.
ARTICLE 9 — Because next Sunday the Lord's Supper will be celebrated, all of the
brothers declare that they are able, in love and peace, to commune together. However,
Brothers Broek and de Vries did wish that Brothers Keppel and te Roller had expressed
more condemnation of certain music and torch lighting on the occasion of a recent
Republican gathering.
The meeting was closed by Brother Labots.
G. Wakker, clerk
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Note: At the previous meeting, the minutes should have recorded that the delegates,
Labots and Wakker, reported that, among other things, Classis Kalamazoo had declared
the following: Received the distributed money from the estate of the late Mr. Schenk.
There was $205.47 remaining in that fund. Our congregation requested and received
permission to loan this sum under the same conditions as the $125.00 received earlier.
See Article 3 of August 10, 1860. Our delegates presented as grounds for their request
that this money could be used to repay the creditors of our congregation and that it could
be used for partial funding of our parochial school. This would be accomplished without
penalty for the note holders. The consistory expresses its satisfaction and agrees with the
actions of the committee. A mortage document was drawn up in the name of the
congregation and signed by the president, A. C. van Raalte, and G. Wakker as clerk. The
money is to be repaid in 1885, five years later than the previous mortgage of $125.00,
which is to be repaid in 1880. The interest of 7% annually will be paid on August 10 and
October 26 of each year. (Signed) G. Wakker

Consistory Meeting of November 23, 18
Absent: Brothers Broek, Wilterdink and van de Luyster.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the preside , the Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were read and appro ed.
ARTICLE 2— A letter was received from P., an Leeuwen in which he resigns his
membership.
ARTICLE 3 — A membership transfer wias received of Abraham Slaghuis from Grand
Haven, dated October 26, 1860.
ARTICLE 4 — The president reports hat the controversy between Brothers Broek and
van Duiren has been resolved. Re iived for information.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided th91 Thanksgiving, November 29, the offering will be
divided between the academy d benevolence, unless otherwise designated by the giver.

